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Dr. Joe U. Davenport was born March 19, 1921, in Clermont, Florida, the fourth of six 

children.   

Joe's family was originally from Missouri. His father had come to Florida for work, and 

they returned to Missouri in 1922. 

             

 1921, Florida         1926, Missouri   1929, Missouri 

 

 

This is Joe's High School 

graduation photo, in the 

Spring of 1939.   

Joe was President of his 

senior class at Stella 

(Missouri) High School. 

 

Joe then attended the 

Southwest Missouri State 

Teachers College at 

Springfield, Missouri. 
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Like all young men of the times, Joe had to register for the draft in the fall of 1940. H
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Joe received ribbons for the American Theatre, National Defense, European & African, 

Asiatic PAC1 with two stars, and World War II Victory.   

On December 28, 1945, Joe was honorably discharged from active duty.  He remained in 

the Naval Reserve.   

 

In September of 1950, Joe was called back to active duty to serve in the Korean War.   

At the time, Joe was teaching at the Smackover (Arkansas) High School as an Industrial 

Training Instructor.  In addition to teaching, he was the sponsor of the Sophomore class.  

Following are his official "call to duty" letter, and two local newspaper notices. 
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On his way to Korea, Joe had a stopover in 

Honolulu, Hawaii.  Here he is in his blues, 

with his camera sightseeing in Honolulu. 

 

In early October 1950, Joe 

boarded the U.S.S. Dixie (AD-14) 

shown at right, as Communications 

Watch Officer.  His ship was a 

part of the United Nations 

Blockade and Escort Force with 

the Pacific Fleet in the Korean 

War. 
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On June 19, 1951, Joe received a 

Commendation from Rear Admiral Allan 

E.  Smith aboard the U.S.S. Dixie (AD-

14), for "... meritorious service as 

Communications Watch Officer on the 

admiral's staff ... for outstanding 

performance of duty under battle 

conditions ... for welding together the 

ships of nine different nations into an 

effective fighting force.  In so 

serving, you have assisted materially in 

resisting aggression in Korea and in 

carrying out the directives of the 

United Nations.  By your special 

effort, skill and devotion to duty, you 

have contributed greatly to the 

success of our mission." 

 

 

 

In 1952, after serving in 

Korea, Joe moved his family to 

Seattle, Washington.  He was  

stationed at Bremerton Naval 

Yard, as Communications and 

Electronics Officer.   

This  photo was taken in 

Washington State. 
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In January 1954, Joe moved from Seattle to Jonesboro, Arkansas to become the Physical 

Plant Director at Arkansas State College.  He took over the position from his brother, 

Lawrence Conrad Davenport, who had held that position since February 1951.  This is the 

Administration Building where Joe worked on campus at the Arkansas State College. 

 

At this time, Joe joined the Gamma Alpha 

Chapter of the Phi Delta Kappa fraternity. 

Here is his first membership card. Note 

that Joe's card was signed by the 

President of the Chapter, none other than 

his brother, William Randolph Davenport.  

Joe was a member of Phi Delta Kappa for 

the rest of his life.  

 

Their mission is to "promote high-quality education, in particular publicly supported 

education, as essential to the development and maintenance of a democratic way of life. 

This is accomplished through leadership, research, and service in education. The fraternity 

deals with policy and issues for educators at all levels, and advocates research-based 

school reform." 
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Joe then moved his young family from Jonesboro, Arkansas to Springfield, Missouri to 

teach eighth grade at Pipkin Middle School.   

 

Barbara, Jim, Jane, Ruth, John, Paul, Joe 

 

 

 

Joe continued to serve in 

the US Naval Reserve as a 

communications instructor.  

Here is a photo of him with 

four of his students. 

In September 1957, Joe enrolled at the University of Arkansas, in Fayetteville.  He was a 

full time graduate student, earning his Doctorate degree in Vocational Education.  He also 

worked an eight-hour afternoon/night shift with the U of A Physical Plant Department, 

and part-time at KHOG, a local radio station.  He was also the Administrative Officer at 

the Naval Reserve Station in Fayetteville.    
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On May 30, 1959, Joe earned 

his Doctorate degree in 

Vocational Education. 
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Joe, and two of his 

brothers, Lawrence Conrad 

Davenport, and William 

Randolph Davenport, set a 

record at the University of 

Arkansas for three family 

members obtaining their 

PhDs at the same U of A 

campus.   

Lawrence and Randy 

received their PhDs in 

1955, and Joe received his 

in 1959.  Somewhere on 

campus, there is a brick 

plaque commemorating this 

record that the three 

Davenport brothers set. 
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In 1959, after he received his Doctoral degree, Joe moved to Fort Collins, Colorado to 

take a position as Dean of Vocational Education at Colorado State University. 

 

 

 

This is an aerial view of Colorado State University.  

 

 

 

                        This is the administrative building on campus where Joe had his office. 
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        Joe remained active in the Naval Reserves. 

                                    U.S.S. Providence (CLG-6) 
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In 1963, Joe moved to Rochester, New 

York taking the position of Dean of Career 

Programs at Monroe Community College. 

campus shown below.   

 

 

Joe was also a member of the Genesee 

Valley Personnel and Guidance 

Association. 
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Joe and his wife, Barbara

In 1964, Joe transferred to Orchard Lake, Michigan where he took the position of Dean 

of Campus at Oakland Community College in Highland Lakes, Michigan.  Here he is with his 

family, Jim, Ruth, Barbara, Jane, John, Paul, and Joe. 
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In June of 1966, Joe moved to Glenwood 

Springs, Colorado to take the position as 

the first President of the newly formed 

Colorado Mountain College.   

 

October 1966, Joe at the groundbreaking 

ceremony at the Glenwood Springs Spring 

Valley campus. 

 

 

 

Joe with his family at the Leadville campus, Jim, John, Jane, Ruth, Barbara, Joe and Paul. 



Joe U. Davenport – Page 16 
 

 

Joe flew his private plane between the campuses.  He died on November 25, 1967, while 

landing in Glenwood Springs. 

 

 

Joe is buried in High Point, Missouri next to his parents. 
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Joe's portrait was commissioned, to hang in the lobby of the Glenwood Springs campus of 

Colorado Mountain College. 

The portrait was dedicated exactly one year after he died, by his wife, Barbara and Joe's 

sister, Jessie Davenport Atkinson. 


